
W hat’s in a name? You might 
be surprised to learn the 
SS26 is British, with its 

Italian-sounding moniker. Its overall 
appearance is incredibly stylish and 
sleek, with a predominantly black 
frame creating a cloak of stealth. 
However, this bike doesn’t blend into 
the crowd. Striking flashes of red make 
it rather eye-catching, giving it real 
flair before you even step on the bike.

The specification of the bike 
is reasonable considering the 
£3,500 price of our full build, with 
Campagnolo Chorus throughout. 
The gears function smoothly, and the 
brakes responded well, even in our 
sometimes wet test conditions. The 
full carbon wheelset adds further to 
the competitiveness of the price: if 
it’s a racing bike you’re looking for, 
you won’t have to shell out further for 
a race wheelset. The geometry and 
proportions of the bike are excellently 
race-oriented, also, leading to a 
naturally aerodynamic body position 
when you begin to ride. 

Although it didn’t feel the most 
stable as we started our ride down 
the Cat & Fiddle descent (most 
likely due to the depth of the wheels 
being affected by the crosswinds), 
it certainly felt responsive once we 
started to climb. The frame is also 
very light, making climbing a further 
pleasure (as much as it ever can be!). 

The frame is stiff and reactive when 
you put a lot of power through the 
pedals, especially at the front end. 
However, it could be a little more rigid 
in the rear triangle for perfect tautness 
throughout. Despite the relative 
stiffness of the frame, the ride is still 
very comfortable overall, soaking up 
bumps in the road with ease.

Overall, while the frame and 
wheels are both stiff and race-ready, 
the wheels perhaps aren’t suitable 
for general riding, as you may find 
yourself being thrown around a little in 
crosswinds. However, if you’re looking 
for a bike that’s ready to race off the 
peg, you can’t go far wrong with the 
SS26. It is superbly responsive as well 
as looking sophisticated. 

What the Italian-specced, yet 
British-born, Tifosi offers is more 
than a touch of class. It’s a racing 
thoroughbred of the highest order. 

CONCLUSION
Utterly race-ready straight out of the box, 
with truly excellent full-carbon clinchers, 
very good levels of stiffness and an 
aerodynamic riding position that will suit 
the more flexible rider. It’s an accomplished 
sprinter, a very decent climber, and nicely 
rounded off with a cracking groupset.

GOOD
n Punch – The Tifosi reacts 
instantly to pedal input
n Super hoops – 38mm-section 
full carbon clinchers are a 
cracking addition
n Groupset – Campag Chorus 
provides a classy ride
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NOT SO GOOD
n Wobbles – Those racy wheels 
can be affected by crosswinds
n Stiffen up – The balance of 
the rear could move a tad more 
toward stiffness than comfort
n Details – Campag brakes are 
tricky to ease off on the move

The Tifosi SS26 is a British 
bike with more than a few 
touches of real Italian flair

SS26 
£3,500

TIFOSI

An Italian born in England, the SS26 is a racing thoroughbred

PRICE: £3,500
WEIGHT: 7.44kg (size M)
FRAME: UD carbon 
monocoque frame and fork
GROUPSET: Campagnolo 
Chorus
BRAKES: Campagnolo 
Chorus
CHAINSET: Chorus, 53/39
CASSETTE: Campagnolo, 
11-28
BARS: Deda Elementi 
Zero100, alloy
STEM: Deda Elementi 
Zero100, alloy 
SADDLE: Selle Italia  
SLR Flow
SEATPOST: Deda Elementi 
Zero100
WHEELS: Miche SWR RC
TYRES: Vittoria Corsa, 25c 
CONTACT:  
chickencycles.co.uk
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